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THE ANNUAL MEETING... 


The 1955 annual meetinz of the Thoreau 
Society will be held on Saturday, July 9th, 
at 10:30 a.m., in the vestry of the First 
Parish Church in Concord. Prof. Harold 
W. Blodgett, Chairman of the English De- 
partment at Union College, author of WALT 
WHITMAN IN ENGIAND and editor of THE BEST 
OF WHITMAN, will commemorate the centennial 
of the publication of LEAVuS OF GRASS with 
a@ paper on Thoreau and Whitman. Raymond 
Adams will deliver a presidential address 
on "Thoreau's Years after WALDEN." A 
luncheon will be served at noon and vari- 
ous informal aetivities are planned for 
the afternoon. Unfortunately the re- 
port of the nominating committee has not 
reached us in time for inclusion in this 
bulletin. Therefore it will have to be 
given and voted on at the annual meeting. 


NOTES ON THOREAU'S "MAINE WOODS" 
by Fannie Hardy Eckstorm 


(Editor's Note: In 1940, the late Mrs. 
Eckstorm of Brewer, Maine, wrote your ed- 
itor a lengthy letter copying out the notes 
she had made in her own first edition of 
THE MAINE WOODS, based on years of familiar- 
ity with the Maine Woods. Realizing the 
value of these notes, he suggested that 
she edit a new edition of the book. But 
she died in 1946 without accomplishing the 
project. Her library was soon after dis- 
tributed, and after some years of search 
he learned that Mr. Ralph S. Palmer, the 
State Zoologist of New York, now owned her 
annotated copy of THE MAINE WOODS. Mr, 
Palmer kindly agreed to check her letter 
against the book, and he is now reproduc- 
ing it here for the use of future scholars. 
Mrs. Eckstorm was unquestionably the fore- 
most authority on THE ‘AINE WOODS and her 
essay “Thoreau's 'Maine Woods'" in the 
August, 1908, ATLANTIC MONTHLY Is the de- 
finitive study of that book.) 


I have to give pages from my old first 
edition of the "Maine Woods," .. . but 
I put after in parenthesis some figures 
from a slip of paper in the old book which 
I take to be the corresponding pages in 
the Riverside Edition. .. 

Naturally I should not have known these 
details if my father had not written the 
names on the margin of his old copy of 
"Maine Woods." He went over the same 
route a few weeks after Thoreau did and 
naturally picked up all the news of those 
who were ahead of him, most of whom were 
personally known to him. He was also an 
intimate friend of Dea. George A. Thatcher 
of Bangor whose wife was a cousin of 
Thoreau's, (See later). 

It so happened that, though Deacon That- 
cher always wanted to have my father and 
“Henry" meet, they never did, 

135 (179) Sebattis Dana, of Oldtown. 

He was originally a Maliseet from Quoddy, 
with a slightly negroid look, though proba- 
~ ” — blood. 

4 ahmunt. ‘There were two brothers 
a (Joachim) Tahmont and Newell Tah-— 
mont. 

The Sabattis named is again Sebat Dana. 
The EIIis named is John Ellis, of Guil- 


ford, a noted bear hunter; he killed J52u 
in his life. 

142 The store through which the deer 
jumped was the fur store of Hemenway and 
Hersey, on Main Street, Bangor. 

145 The writer referred to is John 
Springer, “Forest Life and Forest Trees," 
from whom Thoreau got his inspiration. 

Neptune's son-in-law mentioned was Tomah 
Nicola, who married Wary Malt (Martha) 
Neptune and was the mother of Joseph 
Nicola (or Nicolar, as he spelled it). 

161 Molly Molasses, a very old squaw, 
famous for LF eenness, reputed to be 
m'deoulin (a witch, sorceress, having 
second sizsht, or what not). She was a 
very old friend of our family. 

The relative mentioned is Deacon That- 
cher. The relationship was this: Nancy 
Thoreau, aunt of Henry D., married Caleb 
Billings; and their daughter, Rebecca Bill- 
ings, in 1832 married George A. Thatcher, 
so she was his own cousin. 

162 (215, 329) Brother of Joseph Polis 
was Pielpole, or Piel (Peter) Polis, whose 
nephew Peter W. Runco now lives in the same 
house in which Thoreau called on Joe Polis. 

165 (218, 220, 290) The white hunter 
was Hiram L, Leonard, inventor of the split 
bamboo fly=rod, an old hunting companion 
of my father's. They spent many weeks to- 
gether in the woods. 

The other three men were William HE. 
Staples, of Patten, another hunting part- 
ner of my father's; a man named Lane and 
one named Lunt, of Orono. Staples was 
going only to Moosehead Lake, the others 
through to Tobique River in Canada on a 
hunting trip. 

The dog was a good dog. The gun they 
had was one Piel Antoine Tomah carried in 
1859 when he, Staples, Leon:rd and my 
father hunted on Tobique. It carried nine 
bullets to the pound, not twelve, and be- 
longed to Piel. 

193 (257) Old Lewey Annance (Editor's 
note: Mr. Palmer writes that Mrs. Eckstorm 
spelled this Anance in her book) was one 
of the St. Francis Indians. He was educat- 
ed at Dartmouth College, wa a protestant 
and a Mason, and is buried in Greenville. 

199 (265) ‘The Indian who had guided the 
ministers was John Brassua (Francois), son 
of old Franceway Peneas. Among the minis- 
ters was John S, Sewall, later professor 
at Bowdoin and Bangor Theological Seminary, 
who was with Perry at the opening of Japan. 

The man whose body they buried was Good- 
win, from the Kennebec, whose story I have 


" . " 
tohe tesa ee eT knew 
was Old Newell. 

217 The blind man on Mud Pond Carry was 
Blind Thurlotte, whose wife a few weeks 
Tater eloped with Joe Goodblood, a French- 
man, and left the blind man all alone on 
this carry. 

239 (319) The man who tended dam alone 
was Old Dan Crockett, a recluse, who had 
not been out to the settlements for seven- 
teen years. He died at Chamberlain Farm, 
December, 1864. 

249 (333) The man who is described as 
a lone hunter at Telos was tending dam 
there. He was Allen B. Farrar, another 
hunting companion of father's. Later he 
went to Florida, became a plume hunter 
and trapper there and died there in the 


(Continuted on Page Three) 


ONCE AGAIN WE HAVE REACHED THE TIME FOR 
THE ANNUAL RENEWAL OF MEMBEKSHIP IN THE 
THOREAU SOCIETY. IF THIS PARAGRAPH IS EN- 
CIRCLED IN CRAYON, YOUR \EMBERSHIP EXPIRES 
WITH THIS ISSUE. Dues are one dollar a 
year, two dollars for two years, etc., or 
twenty-five dollars for life membership. 
Dues should be mailed to Walter Harding, 
505 Cabell Hall, Ch+rlottesville, Va., or 
paid in person at the annual meeting. 
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man -liest beau-ty, His heart was kind and soft, . 
blithe and jol - ly, Ab!many’sthe time and oft;. . 
tars dis - patches, In vain Tom’slife has doff’d; . For 
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mel - an - che -ly, For Tom bas gone a - loft,. . For Tom has gone a - loft 
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It is well-known that Thoreau's favorits song was the old ballad 
"Tom Bowling." An anonymous friend of the Thoreau family, writing 
"Reminiscences of Thoreau" in the OUTLOOK for December 2, 1899, 
states: "Tears dim my eyes as those scenes arise before me; Sophia 
playing the old-time music, notably Scotch melodies, which so well 
suited her flexible voice, and those quaint ballads of a past genera- 
tion, whose airs were often so plaintive and with so much heartbreak 
in the words. All the family had rich, sweet voices. If the song 
was a favorite, the father would join in, and thrilling was their 
singing of that gem, "Tom Bowline." I hear now the refrain: 

His soul has zone aloft. 

"Often Henry would suddenly cease singing and catch up his 
flute, and, musical as was his voice, yes it was a delight never to 
be forgotten to listen to the silvery tones that breathed from the 
instrument." 

Through the kindness of iir, Anton Kovar of Arlington, Mass., 
werere here able to reproduce the now-hard-to-find words and music 
of Thoreau's favorite ballad, 





(Continued from Puge One) 
1880-ties. 

I could probably name more, but these 
will do for a sample. Oddly enough, Tho- 
reau seems not to have made any impression 
upon any of thess men; I do not recall 
father ever saying that they spoke of him. 
It is not that they were unobservant or 
inferior; I presume he was so little a 
woodsman that he seemed insignificant to 
them. Polis would have spoken to them of 
Thoreau and Hoar not knowing a log ;ing 
road from a carry, and later on, of their 
getting lost on Webster Stream and Hoar 
lying out all night. (Father and I all 
but did that once ourselves--and no one 
could say he was not a good woodsman; but 
that was a peculiarly difficult place to 
pick up your canoe, going down the stream, 
for the carry, which we walked, was ten 
miles through from lake to lake. But that 
is another story.) 

(Editor's Note: Mr. Palmer writes: "The 
book contains words underlined, occasional 
cross-references, and a few up-to-date 
place names written in opposite places men- 
tioned by Thoreau. There are also erasures, 
whe:e material had been written in, then 
deleted. These items add up to little or 
nothing and would only be of value to some- 
one who was going over Thoreau's work with 
a fine-toothed comb to thoroughly annotate 
it. There is considerable information on 
Molly Molasses and a picture of her in Mrs. 
Eckstorm's 1945 book, 01d John Neptune." 
(Portland: Southworth-Anthoensen Press). 

I might also adi that Mrs. Eckstorm's 
"Gray Rock of Abol," mentioned above, ap- 
pears in her The Penobscot Man (Bangor: 
Jordan-Frost, 1924) and with it "The 
Death of Thoreau's Guide," about the In- 
dian Joe Attien.) 

THE THOREAU FAMILY AND CONCORD FIRES 

by John C. Broderick 
(University of Texas) 


One of the many ironies in the life 
story of Henry David Thoreau is his re- 
sponsibility for the costly fire in his 
beloved woods near Fair Haven Bay in 
April, 1844. It was an action much re- 
sented by his Concord neighbors and even 
by their descendants, and Thoreau had to 
endure contemptuous cries of “burnt 
woods" and "dammed rascal" for some time 
after the event. One well-knowm sto 
is that of the Concord woman who Db. - 
ened her fingers for years on the charred 
wood brought in from the wood-lot. Tho- 
reau's own laconic account of the indi- 
dent, he wrote into his journal six years 
later. Perhaps that account is less re- 
presentative of his true feelings about 
the fire than severel others in the 
journal in which he discusses "a more 
effectual system by which to quell” 
costly woods fires. For example, ina 
June, 1850, entry he proposes enrolling 
forty or fifty men in & volunteer con- 
pany to combat the fires. 

The irony of Thoreau's responsibility 
is accentuated by a hitherto overlooked 
notice in the Concord Freeman, January 7, 
1842 {P. 3), atmounc meet - 
ing of the éoncord Fire Society three 
—_ later on January 10 (just one day 
before the death of Henry's brother 
John, by the way). The notice is signed 
"John Thoreau, Secretary." Thoreau's 
father was thus an official of the lo- 
cal society which may be regarded as a 
precursor of the Concord Fire Depart- 
ment, the latter established by the 
Massachusetts Legislature March 14, 
1850. Thoreau's reflections about the 
fire occur also about that latter date 
perhaps stimulated by the establishment 
of a fire department in Concord. At 
any rete, the paredoxical episode in 
Thoreau's life receives new point from 
this additional fact about his father. 


THOREAU APOCRYPHA 
OR, HOW WRONG CAN YOU GET? 


The following is a transcript of part 
of a talk delivered at the University of 


Illinois Howland H. Sargeant. He was 
Assistant retary for Public Affairs 
in the U. S. Department of State, which 


may help explain the state of affairs in 
affairs of state. R.A. 

"This is the story, a hundred or 
more ago now, of a British treveler who 
had become greatly interested in Orien- 
tal philosophy. He knew same of the 

s and dialects, and he had made 
translations of some of these into Eng- 
lish. He eventually came, along toward 
the 1840's, to this country and took a 
job in Boston with e family named Tho- 
reau. He didn't do well in this country, 
and eventually, in order to meet part of 
his rent and other obl tions, he left 
some of his personal belongings, includ- 
ing some of these manuscripts in English 
of Oriental philosophy. 

As far as I can reconstruct what hap- 
pened, this young son's family, taking 
some of these manuscripts and drawing on 
them for content, published in 1847 in a 
little unknown journal an essay called 
'Miss Elizabeth Peabody's Aesthetic Pa- 

rs.' It's first published title was 

The Duty of Civil Disobedience' and it 
was later published with certain other 
titles, 

"Now, that isn't very remarkable in 
itself, and probably there weren't very 
many people in this country who at that 
time read this essay. But, it did fall 
into the hands, eventually, of a 
Indian in South Africa who at that time 
was very mich impressed by what he read 
by young Mr. Thoreau, and at a later 
time, he carried some of the ideas and 
embodied them in the whole philosophi- 
cal and spiritual doctrine that he re- 
presented in his own country. That man 
was Mahatma Gandhi." 


ROGER PAYNE DIES AT 80... 


It is our sad duty to record the death 
of one of our society's most colorful mem- 
bers, Roger Payne, the "hobo philosopher,” 
in New York City on February 24. Mr. Payne, 
author of a volume entitled WHY WORK?, at- 
tended meetinss of the society regularly, 
hitchhiking up from New York and spending 
the nights in his sleeping pag in the yard 
of one of the Concord schools. It was 
typical of Mr. Payne that when in 1945 he 
was asked to speak on Thoreau at Cooper 
Union, he turned his entire honorarium of 
$25 over to the treasury of the Thoreau 
Society--a fact which he never permitted 
me to reveal while he was alive, 


MISCELLANY... 


Robert Stwwell, Cabot RFD, Vermont, 
writes that he soon intends to reprint his 
fine A THOREAU GAZETTEER and would welcome 
Suggestions for its improvement. 

Mr. Stowell also asks if anyone knows 
of a broken set of Thoreau's Journals. He 
is anxious to obtain Vols. 8 and 10, miss- 
ing from his own set. 

Mr. Carl Hovde, 73 Nassau Street, 
Princeton, N.J., is trying to locate the 
copy of A WEEK which served as a basis for 
the edition of 1868. Since there were more 
than 1200 changes in that edition from the 
first, the editor's copy of the first edi- 
tion must be heavily annotated. Any clues? 

Your secretary has recently received 
a letter from the vice-president of the 





Waldorf-Astoria, Suggesting that the soe 


clety use the hotel's dinin 
g facilities 
commemorate our fifteenth anniversary rts 
year! Henry Thoreau at the Waldorf! What 
next? 
A new movie, "Seven Angry Men," (Al- 
lied Artists, starring ae | a - 


based on the life of John Brown and includes 


a Thoreau as a minor character in the 
spok 7 — 17, Prof. Francis Dedmond 

oxe on oreau 
in North i ila Radio Station, WOHS, 

Early in March, the TV " 
program "Omni- 
— a cae ane entitled "A Different 
ruamer 8 e tak 
chapter of WALDEN, on from the final 
Sugsestions that the st 
at Walden Pond be enlarged rtp ay ele genmay 
anto opposition by Lincoln tow officials. 
Rev. Bdward Aksomaitis spoke on 
"Classical Allusions in Thoreau's Journal 
and in WALDEN" at the annual meeting of 
the Connecticut section of the Classical 
Association of New England in Putnam on 
October 16, 1954. 

The cost of printing this bulletin has 
been covered by the life membership of 
Miss Dorothy Boyington of Northfield, I11l. 
Life membership in the Thoreau Society is 
twenty-five dollars. 

Wow York University Press has announced 
that it is scheduling for publication in 
the spring of 1957 A THOREAU HANDBOOK, to 
be written by your secretary. It will 
attempt to summarize and interpret the 
life, writings, and scholarly research 
date on Thoreau. 


to 


ADDITIONS TO THE THOREAU BIBLIOGRAPHY. .WH 


Adams, Raymond. "Thoreau's Mock-Heroics 
and the Amrican Natural History Writers" 
STUDIES IN PHILOLOGY, LII (Jan. 1955), 
86-97. America's literature has been 
immeasurably enriched by Thoreau's appli- 
cation of the mocK-heroic technique to 
natural history. 

Broderick, John. “Imagery in WALDEN." UNIV. 
OF TEX. STUDIES IN ENGLISH, XXXIII(1954), 
80-89. On the “morming"™ symbol in WALDEN. 


Burdett, Bruce E. "The Cult of Thoreau." 
Brown University, 1955. Unpublished M,. 


A. thesis. 
Condry, William. "A Hundred Years of 
WALDEN." DUBLIN’ MAGAZINE, ZXXI (Jan. 


A centennial essay. 

Davidson, Frank. "Thoreau's Hound, Bay 
Horse, and Turtle Dove." NEW ENGLAND 
QUARTERLY, XXVI (Dec., 1954), 521-4. 
An analysis of the WALDEN symbol. 

Dodge, Norman. "First Edition of Tho- 
reau's First." MONTH AT GOODSPEED'S 
BOOK SHOP, XXVI (May, 1955), 171-5. 
Description and illustrations of a 
presentation copy of & WEEK from HDT 
to Savage Landor. 

Dunham, Mary. “Thoreau Settles by a Pond 


1955), 42-46. 


on Venus. CHRSSTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. 
May 20, 1955. Space-fiction parody of 
WAL DEN 


Falk, Robert P., ed. AMERICAN LITERATURE 
IN PARODY. (New York: Twane, 1955). 
Contains "The Circulating Library: 1850" 
(from WALDEN) by HDT, and "A Garland of 
Ibids for Van Wyck Brooks" by Frank Sul- 
livan and "The Retort Transcendental" 
by E. B. White. 

Gordan, John D. "A Thoreau Handbill" NEW 
YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY BULLETIN, LIX (May, 
1955), 253-8. Facsimile reproduction of 
the newly discovered unique handbill ad- 
vertisin,; HDT as a surveyor, with con- 
mentary. The issue containing this and 
the followin; article may be purchased 
from the NYPL for 25¢, 


Harding, Walter and Carl Bode. "Henry 


David Thoreau: A Check List of His Cor- 
respondence." NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BULIDTIN, LIX (May, 1955), 227-252. A 





list of all known letters written by oz 
to HDT, giving location of manuscript, 
place of publication, rating accuracy 
of printed text, and summarizing unpub- 
lished letters. 

Harding, Walter. A CENTEN/JIAL CHECKLIST 
OF THE EDITIONS OF WALDEN. Review. 
BULLETIN OF BIBLI°GRAPHY, XXI (Sept. 
1954), 103. 

Ishill, Joseph. THOREAU: THE COSMIC YANKEE. 
Berkeley Heights, N.J.: Oriole Press, 
1954. S4pp. A beautifully printed limited 
a of an essay first published in 

Martin, James J, MEN AGAINST THE STATE. 
DeKalk, Ill.: Adrian Allen, 1955. Con- 

tains references to HD'''s influence on 
American anarchism. 

Merchant, Jane. “Exception to Thoreau." 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. May 20, 1955. 
A sonnet. 

Morley, Christopher. "Thoreau." in OFF 
THE DEEP END. Garden City: Doubleday, 
1928. pp. 332-5. Brief but caustic 

evaluation of HDT. 

Norman, Charles. TOA DIFFERENT DRUM. 
Review. E.L.B. NEW YORK TIMES. 

March 6, 1955. 

Piper, Walter E. "The University in the 
Sugar Bush." Boston: Mass. Dept. of 
Agriculture, March 24, 1955. 3pp. 
(Mimeographed text of a broadcast). On 
HDT's experiments with maple sugar. 

Price, Lucien. "Dialogue in Limbo” CLEVE 
LAND SYMPHONY PROGRAM. April ?, 1955. 
pp. 771-6. A play with HDT as a minor 
character. 

Stowell, Robert. “Toward Simple Living: 

A Theory and Practice of Voluntary Pov- 
erty." FREE SOUL, XI (April, 1953), 3- 
27. With many references to HDT, 

Stylites, Simeon. "The Inside Story.” 
CHRISTIAN CENTURY, LXXI (Dec. 29, 1954), 
1577. Letter commemorating centennial 
of WALDEN. 

Tenenbaum, Shea. 
in POETS AND GENERATIONS. 
Noble, 1955. PPe 55-65. 
Yiddish on Thoreau. 

Thoreau, Henry David. 
THE MERRIMACK. Review. 
POST. Dec. 26, 1954. 

----- « OM AT VANDRE. Trenslated into 
Danish by Ole Jacobson. Copenhagen: 

Kunst og Kultur, "Walking" and "A 
Winter Walk." 

Whitman, Howard. A REPORTER IN SEARCH 
OF GOD. New York: Doubleday, 1953. 
Recounts a visit to Walden, pp. 233-4. 


"Diogenes of Concord." 
New York: 
An essay in 


THE CONCORD AND 
BOSTON SUNDAY 


Zimmer, F. “Emerson...Thoreau...Hawthorne.' 
NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW. March 13, 
1955. p. 2. A cartoon. 


Please keep the secretary informed of 
new Thoreauviana and errors and additions 
to the current bulletins. I am indebted 
to the following for information used in 
this..Bulletin: -R.Adams, E.Anderson, T. 
Bailey, K.Cameron, W.Conant, R.Cosbey, J. 
Griscom, R.Graham, J.Haynes, G.Hendrick, 
R.Herlov, C.Hoagland, J.Kennedy, A.Kovar, 
N,Lehrman, R.Stowell, A.Volkman, R.Wheeler, 
W.White, E.Winsor, G.Wright, B.Burdett, and 
J. tenili. 


Tha Thoreau Society, Inc., is an inform- 
al organization of students and fcllowers 
ef Henry David Thoreau. Its bulletins are 
published quarterly; its booklets, occas- 
gonally. Annual meetings are held in Con- 
cord, Mass. each July. Officers of the 
society are Kaymond Adams (Chapel Hill, N, 
C.), president; Mrs. Caleb Wheeler (Con- 
cord, wlass.), vice-president; Walter Hard- 
ing (Charlottesville, Va.), secretary- 
treasurer. Annual membership is one dol- 
ler; life-membership, $25.00. Cormunica- 
tions concerning memberhip or publications 
sould be addressed to WALTLR HARDING, 

505 CaahLL HALL, CH.RLOTILSVILLE, VA. 








